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This piece by Andrew True continues the WTS's occasion al th eme of 
'uns ung heroes', whos e work in the past has an influence on trade today 

The late Dr John Brazier 
HMMM was an em inent wood 
sci entist based at the prestigious 
government-financed Forest 
Products Resea rch Laboratory 
(FPRL) during the 1960s to 
the I 980s. He fronted a group 
speciali sing in the anatomy 
of wood, its st ructures and its 
properties, and in his research 
he studi ed the effect of changes 
in plan tation silviculture on 
the quality of tim ber thereby 
produced. 

The Forestry Com mission, at that time, planted all types of 
spec ies and John·s team looked at what could be rea listicall y 
possib le. This was in addition to researching the large range 
of tropica l hardwoods co ming onto the market, in particular 
relative to their properties and end use classification. 

John was instrum ental in studying and identify in g species, 
and their adap tab ili ty for timber production in the UK. One 
such example was the sui tability of Sitka spruce for Scotland. 
Today, much of the Scottish production is based on Sitka, and 
Scottish supp lies now account for a major share of the UK 
carcassing market. 

He advocated a greater usage of Sitka (over a lternatives 
such as Douglas fir and lod gepole pine), and that the quality 
(at that time) needed to be improved to aid its wid er market 
acceptance - '·better stem fo rm, from genetic selection and by 
crop management could do much to impro ve log qualit ies, such 
as selective thinning to improve the final stand form and stem 
quality," he said. He showed that 2,500 trees per hecta re was the 
optimum to achieve an average of900/o usable framing timber 
from the crop . Standard practice today! 

But his contribution to the timber trade is more than just that. 
As a foun der member, he was key in establi sh in g the Institute 

of Wood Science (fWSc). He ca rried on with his in terests well 
after the affi liation with the fnstitute of Materials, Minera ls and 
Minin g (JOMJ), with the formation of the Wood Techn ology 
Society (WTS). 

Many of us have undertaken study in wood science and 
technology, and the chances are that the courses, whether half 
day in -compa ny training sessio ns or more substantia l, were 
based on a fo rmat and content conceived and crea ted by John. 

Jn the 1950s John recognised the importance of educating th e 
participants in the timber trade on a more formal basis, and as 
such set up and wrote courses unde r the fWSc. This was on a 
voluntary basis, and subsequent revis ions and upda ting were all 
overseen by John. 

He fo rmulated the fWSc examination system, and for 
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many years was chief examiner, a role he 
maintained well into retirement. His core 
beli ef was that the continu in g well -being 
of the timber trade relied upon training and 
education . 

This belief app li es even more so today. 
Whilst there are no longer wood-based 
courses at region al co ll eges, the re are a 
number of varied tra ini ng opportunities open 
to the timber trad e, whether it be via on-line 

! learn ing (such as the JOMJ course) or by 
using in-company train ers or independent 
training specialists. 

lt is clear that as our trade becomes more 
technical, tra ini ng and educating becomes 

, more impo1ia nt. 
John esta blished a system of ed ucation 

that cou ld eventually resu lt in a PhD. Owing 
to subsequent government financia l cuts, 
formal timber education at state level is now 
more difficult to attain. This must be reversed 
to enab le the wood scien tists of the Future 
and the timber trade to work together, for th e 
fi.1rtherance of wood as a modern material in 
a low-ca rbon and sustainable Future. ■ 
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